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On 14th April 2020 my 2019/2020 Report was circulated.  I said then, “Wow 
what a year!” and I think the same can be said for this year, but for entirely 
different reasons! 
 
It is over a year since we were all together at our last general meeting, and 
although our third lockdown is coming to an end, we still do not know when 
we will meet up again.  It has been a year that no one is ever going to forget. 
 
It took a short while but we made a start with our new web page BALLS and, in 
case you didn’t know, or have forgotten, that stood for Bolsover Against Life 
Limiting Sickness.  Many bdu3a members contributed to that page, they 
shared photographs, quizzes, messages of support, poems, recipes and so 
much more.  We loved it all. 
 
We then continued with a webpage dedicated to the anniversary of VE Day.  
Once again members sent in articles of commemoration and photographs.  On 
that page there was also a tribute to VJ Day, lest we forget.  We now have a 
page just for lockdown photos, they tell a story in pictures, the change in the 
weather, sunrise, sunset, Christmas, nature, signs of Spring and so on. 
 
As time progressed many of our groups set up WhatsApp communication 
groups.  A number of the photographs currently being exhibited on our 
website have been sent to us via WhatsApp; take a look there are some 
amazing pictures displayed.  Committee also set up a WhatsApp group, a quick 
and easy way to keep in touch.  Other groups have kept in touch via email.  
Alternative Therapy (Reiki) managed to, ‘keeping to the rule of 6’, get out for a 
nature walk and later for a few weeks met at HVH.  Strollers also managed to 
get out there for a few weeks.  Design and Create met in their group leader’s 
garden.  Love of Food continued cooking; they managed a garden picnic, but 
mainly stuck to the agreed programme, cooked their dishes and shared foody 
photographs on WhatsApp.  CADG, History, Creative Writing, Design and 
Create have also continued to post on their web pages.  Lawn Bowls for a short 
time managed some outdoor activity, but because of the lack of equipment 
were unable to continue indoors under the rule of six.  Ten Pin Bowling also 
managed a few weeks of activity.  CADG, Creative Writing, History, Arts and 
Craft, Alternative Therapy, and Design and Create all managed a few weeks at 



HVH before we were all plunged back in to lock down.   Committee managed 
to convene a few meetings in a member’s back garden, quite exciting to have 
the opportunity to actually see and converse with other human beings! 
 
But as we all know only too well it didn’t last and we have done our very best 
to keep going, to involve as many members as we could in as many activities as 
possible. 
 
It has been a tough year for everyone, we know that, and those Group Leaders 
who have been able to continue activities with their group have done a 
fantastic job.  There are groups such as Family History which have not been 
able to do that because they rely on the library facilities.  ACT and Lunch 
groups have also suffered because of closures of theatres and restaurants.   
But all Group Leaders have done their very best to keep in touch with their 
group members to encourage participation where possible and, most 
importantly, keep bdu3a alive. 
 
On a personal note, I want to thank every single one of you for your support, 
kind words when I was struggling; and bringing me back down to earth when 
my frustration got the better of me.  It has not been easy for any of us and I 
sincerely hope that keeping in touch with your bdu3a friends has helped you 
all to get through the last year.  We can just about see a tiny light at the end of 
the tunnel; however, I am still looking for the rainbow, which I know will come. 
 
Take Care and stay safe! 
 
Bev Crofts 
bdu3a Chair 
5th March 2021 
 


