
 
 
Hi everyone, 
Well, what a drag it's all been, things are moving but it's still dinasaurialy slow, 
I know that's not really a word. 
Lots of you have still been busy bees, writing, knitting, walking whilst being 
socially aware, so that's good. A few of our groups are venturing to Hillstown 
to see if their group works out, and it's proved positive up to now. 
 

 
 

Isolation? Yes definitely.  
  
I was in New Zealand when coronavirus broke out so managed to get the last 
flight out of Singapore before all the borders were shut.	
I arrived in the UK and it was like a morgue nobody anywhere. I took the train 
from Manchester Airport to Chesterfield and was so lucky to get the one taxi 
outside the station who took me home to Clowne. I managed to get some milk 
and bread on my way home as I was coming back to empty cupboards and 
fridge. I thought I had a freezer full of food but unbeknown to me the freezer 
had broken down while I was away and all the contents were defrosted and 
mouldy.	
I had to isolate as I am over 21 (never ask a lady's age) and just back from 
abroad so I lived on toast and cups of tea for 2 weeks! 
	
I had to go out and get my own shopping, what is worse dying from 
coronavirus or starvation I really don’t know, I went out late in the evening 
each week when nobody was about and also shopped for another person.	
So I was on my own to isolate and guess what my iPad, computer and TV all 
broke down, so I said thank goodness for books and telephone I think I have 
more books than the library so I was OK and the other thing is I knit for a 
charity and had loads of wool so when I was not reading I was knitting hats, 
scarves and mitts or walking. April and May were nice as I was able to enjoy my 
garden. 
	
I now have a repaired TV and laptop and a new iPad but still haven’t seen 
many people during the lockdown.	
Hurrah! I have at last got an appointment to the hairdressers, it is 5 months 
since I have had a cut, usually, I go every 8weeks, so I kept cutting my fringe so 



now I have got a short front and long back, but a no worse off than anyone 
else.	
Lockdown has been quite a learning curve for me so will be glad when this all 
over.	
	
	
Bernice	

 
	
	

	
The little stories to pass on  	

Bath Night	
 	
Where does the hot water come from, we don’t give it a second thought, do 
we?  But when we were children the story was different. 	
 	
Do you recall your earliest bath, what was it like, and where was it? 	
How was the water heated and did you have to share? 	
 	
Who had the luxury of a bathroom and how was that in winter? 	
 	
A lot of things have changed over our lifetime, but what gets recorded is the 
political change not the social changes.  Things like having a bath and getting 
clean and how tricky it was particularly in the wintertime. 	
 	
Write in and tell us how your parents sorted out bath night. 	
 	
The first bath I remember having and it was in the tin bath in the kitchen. 	
My mother's ‘luxury’, was an electric washing machine with mangle, 
remember those?   	
The only method of getting enough water hot enough for a bath was to heat it 
in the washer and pump it out into the bath. 	
The bottom of the bath was always cold and gritty and the sides of the bath 
were cold too. 	
All 3 of us kids went in together.  My brother being a toddler was washed by 
mum and sorted first.  My sister and I were left to enjoy what we could of the 
water. 	



I remember not wanting my head wet or soap in my eyes. 	
Getting out and dry was a palaver.  Cold room, cold floor, and damp 
towels!  Then into the front room to dry in front of the fire and off to bed. 	
Mum would then drag the bath to the back door, tip it out and sweep the yard 
with the soapy water and down the drain. 	
 	
As we got older, we went to my grans who had a bathroom and hot water via 
the Rayburn…. Oh, the luxury of the bath …there was an electric bar heater up 
on the wall which came with dire warnings of electric bills! 	
Do you also remember having to wait for the water to heat up again for a top-
up for your bath? 	
 	
I remember one Christmas gift from my aunt Linda, of soap sewn into 
homemade sponge tortoises for use in the bath. 	
 	
Aged 11 we moved into a house with a bathroom.  Wow, such luxury.   	
Do you remember Parkray room heaters?  Ours was supposed to heat the 
water for partial central heating and hot water. 	
Somehow it was not installed properly and only got the water as far as tepid 
and, in an attempt, to get the water hot my parents had the fire roaring to 
such a heat that the Pyrex glass started to melt in the door.  We might have 
warmed the village by a degree or two but not the water! 	
 	
Life is so easy now with as much hot water as you like in a warm house. 	
 	
Think about it…. What charmed lives we have lead. 	
 	
Let's tell the kids how it was and send in your bath time memories, bonfire, or 
Christmas memories.	
	
Gary 	

 
	

 
	

Keep in Touch with BDU3A   
The committee has secured the use of Hillstown Village Hall as a postal 
address for our members. If you can pass this information on to members 
unable to send emails or indeed no internet, please do. 
Hillstown Village Hall, 12 Nesbit Street, Hillstown, S44 6LW  

 



Groups returning to Hillstown Village Hall 
	

	
  

Design	and	Create	 
I	thoroughly	enjoyed	my	first	U3A	group	at	HVH,	it	was	really	nice	to	catch	
up	with	old	friends.	I	also	forgot	I	was	wearing	face	protection,	as	I	was	so	
engrossed	in	my	project.					SS	 
Thanks	for	all	you	are	doing	for	us.	 
	
 

	
 

Thanks.		It	was	so	good	to	see	everyone	after	all	this	time.	 
The	Hall	was	laid	out	perfectly	to	accommodate	the	"rule	of	six"	with	all	
safety	procedures	in	place.		Thanks	also	to	the	caretaker	for	looking	after	us	
so	cheerfully.	 
The	group	meeting	went	really	well.		It	was	heartening	to	see	that	Covid,	
rather	than	dampening	our	spirits,	had	in	fact	inspired	some	lively	and	
thought-provoking	writing.		Hopefully,	you	will	be	able	to	join	us	when	we	
next	meet	on	Wednesday	28th	October.					Rose	 
 

	 
 

Not	at	Village	Hall. 
Love	of	Food	had	a	busy	September.		Our	challenge	was	Canadian	
cuisine.		We	struggled	somewhat	but	managed	some	delicious	dishes.	A	
selection	of	pictures	sent	in	from					L	to	R 
 

	
 



	 
Canadian	Sunday	Lunch,	Maple	Syrup	and	Mustard	Steak,	with	veg	 
Canadian Cornbread, with Bacon and Maple Syrup.	
 
Montreal	Pollock.		Served	with	garlic	oven	chips,	asparagus	spears,	and	a	
side	salad	 
Maple and Orange Chicken 
Canadian Honey Pecan pie 	 
		
 

	
 

CADG	friends,	 
	Although	we	were	just	a	small	group	of	five	members	today,	we	had	a	
really	enjoyable	time	and	much	enjoyed	meeting	each	other	again.	
Unfortunately,	a	member	was	called	away	on	grandchild	duty	and	missed	
our	discussions,	but	I	hope	you	will	all	enjoy	this	brief	summary.	 
I	should	start	by	saying	the	Corona-secure	arrangements	at	HVH	were	
excellent	and	we	all	felt	absolutely	safe.	Our	thanks	to	the	Committee	and	
the	Caretaker,	Paul,		for	their	help	with	this.					Barbara  
		
 

	
 

Arts	&	Craft	 
I	think	the	social	distancing	worked	well	in	the	rooms	that	I	was	in.	
I	was	a	little	concerned	that	doors	and	windows	were	closed	down	during	
one	of	the	meetings.	A	problem	for	me	personally	was	the	difficulty	in	
hearing	others	clearly	in	a	group	that	required	discussion.		PM	 
	 
I	was	pleased	to	go	back	to	the	art	and	craft	group	after	the	long	break.	
HVH	was	prepared	for	us	the	tables	were	well	spread	out	and	plenty	of	
sanitizing	liquid	and	wipes	were	available.	 
Everyone	was	sensible	wearing	masks	and	social	distancing.	 
I	felt	very	much	at	ease	and	thank	the	committee	for	organizing	it.	Looking	
forward	to	next	month.						Sandra	 

	

	
 



 

	
 

	
	
 

	
 

Would anyone like to join/help create a gardening group?  
   
Hills Town Village Hall has some ground that is going spare if we would like to 
use it.  They are also offering us the use of a portacabin for making tea and 
escaping the rain!   
   
At the moment there is just a big canvas waiting for someone to make marks 
on it.  
Garden design, digging, making planters, painting stuff growing stuff then 
chopping stuff down.  
 

Sensory garden?    Vegetables?    Fruit?  
Don’t worry about skills….one of us surely knows some gardening stuff and will 
show the rest which way up to plant a daisy!!   
Get out of the house and get your hands dirty …or wear gloves.  It will be good 
for us.  
   
So, would anyone like to start a new project?  
Initially, if you would like to email, Kevin  
publicity@bdu3a.com     or use the new postal address. 
we can plan our next steps. We may just correspond over the internet at first 
until some of us want to meet up. A couple of members are going to Hillstown 
every Thursday 10-12 am to map out and plan to clear the initial area. 	
	
	

	
 



	
 

Mon. September 28th Strollers are meeting at 11.00  and will start from 
Hollingwood Hub, Chesterfield Canal. The strolls are open to all members.	
 
	
 
	

October	2020	 
Thu	 1st	 	-	 
Fri	 2nd	 	-	 
Sat	 3rd	 	-	 
Sun	 4th	 	-	 
Mon	 5th	 Strollers	-	11.00am.	Poolsbrook	Country	Park	 
Tue	 6th	 	-	 
Wed	 7th	 Committee	Meeting	-	10.15am	at	Hillstown	Village	Hall	 
Thu	 8th	 	-	 
Fri	 9th	 Ten	Pin	Bowling	-	1.00pm	at	Chesterfield	Bowl	 
Sat	 10th	 	-	 
Sun	 11th	 	-	 
Mon	 12th	 Reiki	-	10.00am	at	Hillstown	Village	hall	 
Tue	 13th	 	-	 
Wed	 14th	 	-	 
Thu	 15th	 	-	 
Fri	 16th	 	-	 
Sat	 17th	 	-	 
Sun	 18th	 	-	 
Mon	 19th	 Strollers	-	11.00am.	Pleasley	Country	Park	 
Tue	 20th	 Art	&	Craft	-	1.30pm	at	Hillstown	Village	Hall	 
Wed	 21st	 Art	Appreciation	-	10.30am	at	Hillstown	Village	Hall	 
Wed	 21st	 Current	Affairs	Discussion	-	2.00pm	at	Hillstown	Village	Hall	 
Thu	 22nd	 	-	 
Fri	 23rd	 	-	 
Sat	 24th	 	-	 
Sun	 25th	 	-	 
Mon	 26th	 	-	 
Tue	 27th	 History	-	2.00pm	at	Hillstown	Village	Hall	 
Wed	 28th	 Creative	Writing	-	2.00pm	at	Hillstown	Village	Hall	 



Thu	 29th	 	-	 
Fri	 30th	 	-		 
Sat	 31st	 	-	 

All	other	interest	groups	are	temporarily	suspended,	 
but	will	recommence	as	soon	as	circumstances	allow	 

 
Meetings at Hillstown Village Hall 

 
	

These details are correct at this time. 
We are continuing to follow the advice on www.gov.uk regarding face masks:	 
 	 
"On entering a community facility users will be required to wear a face 
covering, and will be required to keep it on, unless covered under a 'reasonable 
excuse'. This could be for a gym class, if users need to eat or drink something, 
or if they have a health or disability reason to not wear one. Face coverings can 
be removed if users are undertaking exercise or activity where it would 
negatively impact their ability to do so."	 
	
 
Posters with our QR code in the entrances to the Main Hall and Studio so that 
visitors can check in. This is for NHS test and trace purposes. Please ask your 
members to download the NHS COVID-19 app if possible.   
	

 
	

	
 “Too many cooks spoil the broth”.           Quote by Jane Austen 

	
	

 The purpose of our lives is to be happy.” — Dalai Lama. 
 
	

 
	

 
	
Well that's all from me folks, see you soon	
Regards Kevin	
 


