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A	MESSAGE	FROM	THE	CHAIR 

 
Dear Members 
I would like to wish you all a very happy and healthy New Year. 
We are hoping that 2020 will be as exciting and as productive as 2019.		As a 
taster, we look forward to our 5th	Birthday in May and National U3A Day in 
June plus a few more surprises throughout the year.		More details will follow. 
However, we must also plan for our AGM in April.		With this in mind I am 
taking this opportunity to ask members to think seriously about joining BDU3A 
committee.		If you can give a few		hours a month, and have the commitment to 
make BDU3A the best it can be, please speak to any current committee 
member.	**	 
Thank you all for your continued support. 
Bev 
 **February 19th	General Meeting will be a Showcase for our Interest Groups, 
including details for volunteering to help or joining the BDU3A Committee.  We 
are always looking for helpers to 'meet and greet' new members, making them 
feel at home or helping with the setting up at monthly General Meetings.  

 
 

 
 

A BIG THANK YOU 



 
At	our	December	General	Meeting,		Mike	Storr,	the	speaker	asked	for	a	
collection	for	Asthma	UK	as	his	'fee'	for	the	talk.	Within	a	week	this	was	
passed	on	to	his	supported	charity	and	a	note	of	thanks	was	sent	to	
Bolsover	District	U3A:- 
	
 
I’d	just	like	to	say	on	behalf	of	everyone	here	at	Asthma	UK	a	huge	thank	
you	for	your	fantastic	donation	of	£80	following	Mike	Storr’s	December	
presentation	"Masters	of	Mirth"	to	the	Bolsover	District	U3A 
It’s	amazing	how	much	of	a	difference	your	donation	can	make	which	is	
why,	on	behalf	of	Asthma	UK,	we’d	like	to	thank	you	again	for	helping	us	
stop	asthma	attacks	and	cure	asthma.	Thanks	to	you	we	are	one	step	closer	
to	a	cure. 
	
Kind	regards,	Eloise 
Supporter	Care	Manager	Asthma	UK 

	
 

	
 

Welcome to 2020 here we go…. 

 
A lot has happened over the 2019 for many of us. 	It’s always a time to look 
back to remember loved ones and dear friends that may no longer be with us, 
but we move on - being part of 	BDU3A helps us all to be part of a busy and 
happy retirement and the friendships it brings. 
  
As a new year starts let’s look forward to what our U3A has planned for you to 
enjoy over 2020. 	First of all, this is our 5th	Birthday year, so yes, we will have a 
celebration later in the year. 
  
A new year and time to burn off a few calories gained from those lovely 
Christmas treats, or maybe just to get out in the fresh air (and away from the 
smell of brussels sprouts ha, ha!). 	Luckily our BDU3A has a couple of groups just 
forthat. 

 



Walking for pleasure led by Sue has been running… walking I mean, for a 
number of years and will take you on a lively 3 to 4 mile walk around the 
Derbyshire countryside. This would, by accident or design, include stopping off 
at a Café for a cuppa, a cake and a chat. Good walking shoes or boots are 
required. 

_______ 
 

 
 

  
For the less adventurous, a steady walk with the Strollers might be in 
order. 	Lead by Jean, for a leisurely stroll around a lake or country path is a 
great way to get some fresh air. 	I have noticed that one U3A has the title 
‘Strollers incorporating the Stragglers’ they must be the ones’ who fell by the 
wayside from the previous year?  Both groups take the time to absorb the 
wonderful Derbyshire landscape and see the changing seasons. 

 

___________________ 
 

 
 

Still want to get out? 
 

ACT has had a blistering start to 2020 having already waltzed through Vienna 
(courtesy of the Sheffield Symphonic Orchestra) with some of the great 
composers and been in Search of Beethoven - at least as far as the 
Pomegranate - as we celebrate the 250th year of his birth. 
Now you are cordially invited to be entertained as we settle down a little bit 
with a couple of films soon to be screened at the Pomegranate.  The first is the 
critically defamed movie version of Cats showing at 2pm on 
Thurs.16th Jan.  We’ll make our own minds up on that one!  The second is the 
recently released classic Little Women on Fri 24th Jan at 2pm. 



Sun 2nd Feb there will be a satellite screening of La Boheme performed by the 
Royal Opera at 2pm and it will be fascinating to see how a live musical version 
of Catherine Cookson’s classic The Cinder Path will be interpreted on stage on 
Thurs 27th Feb at 7.30pm. 
So come and join us. Contact Pam via interestgroups@bdu3a.com or speak to 
me at the General Meeting (15th January) for further details.  You can also visit 
the web site for information on future events. See you soon. Pam 

 
 
 
 

 
	
Au	Revoir 
A collection was made by members to thank the ever-popular Michelle, on her 
retirement for help in facilitating the various U3A meetings at the Beehive 
Café. 
 
Bev (Chair) wished her well and gave a card with £50 that was collected by all 
Michelle’s friends at the U3A. 
  
Michelle came over and thanked those members present at the Café.  She was 
very moved and said she would miss us all. 
 

______________ 
 
Our BDU3A Coffee Morning is back this January at the same location , 2 Castle 
Street, Bolsover, but is now called 'The Coffee Cup' and is managed by Sally.  A 
few members may know her from the Ashgate Cafe, Clown. 

 
 



Our	first	Coffee	Morning	this	year	will	be	Wednesday	22nd	January	at	
10.30	am	all	members	welcome.	 
(4th	Wednesday	of	each	month	10.30 

	
 

	
 

__________________	 
 

FEBRUARY SHOWCASE 
 

Our February General Meeting is showcase time for the groups.  It is an ideal 
opportunity for people to find out more information about all our Interest 
Groups before joining. Why not bring along a friend. It's free entry this month 
with tea/coffee and biscuits provided. 
 
The Committee will also have an information desk with details of how 
members can join or help out on the Committee to make our U3A even better. 
We are all volunteers, so please think of joining us. 
 



 
 

The Showcase 2020 is part of our promotion for National 
U3A Day, 3rd June 2020. 

 
 

 
 

December Visit to Hardwick 
  
I am writing a note here about our visit to Hardwick Hall in all its Christmas 
finery and then lunch at the Carnarvon pub at Teversal.   We somehow 
managed to get a reasonable day for our visit.  It was a difficult day to dress for 



as most of us were aware that Hardwick would be cold and the pub 
hot.  Layering up was the order of the day like little fluffy onions with hats on! 
  
The display was very nice.....although to be honest (bah humbug warning!) 
once you have seen one decked hall they tend to blur together!...For me the 
thing I enjoyed most was the company of my fellow U3A 
members.  Throughout the morning going from room to room and freed from 
the responsibility of organising we mixed and mingled having time to chat with 
each other.  
 
I certainly learnt a thing or two from Wendy and Bev who are volunteers at the 
hall.  I hope they enjoyed what was a bit of a bus mans tour for them.  The 
warming drink after in the cafe was most welcome. 
 
What can be nicer than sitting with friends enjoying a meal together?  Thats 
what we did at the Carnarvon.  It was a very smart establishment with free 
Santa hats.  Christmas meals are always a gamble with so many meals being 
served up at the same time, no matter where you go. 
I enjoyed my meal with denture friendly turkey although for my taste the 
brussels sprouts should have been put on to cook for at least a week more! lol 
Who can please us all?  Some like a hard brussels some like them soft. 
  
Overall its a big thank you to Sue and Pat and Maggie for organising the trip, 
and a big thank you to all you Bolsover U3Aers for being there to make such a 
special and enjoyable day. 
Shall we do it again?..I'm up for it! 
Happy New Year everyone  
 Gary 
 
A thank you card has been received by our BDU3A National Trust Group 
leaders. 
Thank you for your visit to Nostel, on Saturday 19th October. We hope that you 
and your group had a lovely time and enjoyed all we had to offer. Hoping to see 
you again. 
 
King regards Lynda.  Business Support Assistant. 

________________ 
 

If a group has a short report of their recent meeting, they can get this put on to 
the web site by sending it to bolu3a@outlook.com,	from	where	a	member	of	
the	web	team	will	add	it	appropriately.	Please	title	Web	Interest	Group. 
 

_ 
 



Design and Create Group 

 
 

Friday 8th November 2019 
Today we used homemade gesso and modge podge, recycled parts of unloved 
lace/net curtains, and an outdated lace dress all car boot sale, charity shop 
buys or found in the back of a drawer.  Designing our own jewellery boxes at 
the moment - every one will be different.  How will they turn out ...who 
knows?..it's the process of experimenting and learning different techniques 
that's the idea (without costing a craft shop fortune, although sometimes you 
just gotta have..!). 
Fancy joining us? 	We will appreciate your input, or just sit and have a cuppa! 
Julie 
We meet every 2nd Friday of the month at a member's home 
Contact: 	interestgroups@bdu3a.com	or	julvan@hotmail.co.uk 
 

_____________________ 

  

 
 

Love of Food has room for 2 more members.	 If you love your food, enjoy 
cooking and experimenting with recipes why not join us. 
We meet on the first Monday of the month at a Members home, we taste each 
other’s dishes, share recipes and generally enjoy a delicious food fuddle, a 
good old natter and above all we have fun. 
If you are interested or would like to know more please contact Bev 
via interestgroups@bdu3a.com,  or at a General Meeting or Coffee 
Morning.   Culinary Satisfaction is guaranteed 
 

 

 



 
1) The voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new lands, but seeing with 

new eyes.                                                                                              (Christmas 
cracker) 

 
2)	Life	is	not	about	how	you	survive	the	storm,	but	how	you	dance	in	the	
rain. 

																																																																																									(Coolfunny	Quotes.com) 
	
 

3)	The	best	things	in	life	are	very	expensive. 
(Dorah	Dansette) 

	
 

	
 
	
 

Editors' bit. 
The	year	ahead	looks	to	be	a	busy	one,	for	our	U3A	with	lots	happening	
throughout	the	year,	so	buckle	up,	off	we	go... 
	
Next	Newsletter	scheduled	for	end	of	March	2020. 
	
Anything	you	would	like	in	the	Newsletter	please	drop	me	a	line	at	 
 publicity@bdu3a.com 
See yah 

Kevin B 
 


